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Help stop the spread
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A recent grant has been 
awarded for a two-year project 
to address invasive species on a 

watershed scale.

 

CLASSIFIEDS C5
COMICS C3
COMMUNITY A6
CONSERVATION C1
OBITUARIES A4
OPINION A5
PUZZLES C4
SENIOR PAGE C2
SCOREBOARD B4
SPORTS B1
WEATHER A7

TUESDAY, April 30, 2019

 

cadillacnews.com Trusted. Local. Connected. 75¢

NC

 

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH ADAMS | 

CADILLAC NEWS FILE PHOTO

A algae boom in full 
effect on the Clam River 
above the dam. This 
summer’s algal bloom 
might be less severe 
than in previous years 
due to the long winter 
season. However, it is 
difficult to predict how 
aquatic plant growth 
will be due to other 
factors.

BY CHRIS LAMPHERE 
 CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — In some ways harmful and 
other ways benign, human activities have 
significantly changed lakes Cadillac and 
Mitchell.

Experts say there are a number of  signs 
that indicate the lakes have gone through 
stages of  ill health, some of  which still ex-
ist today.

Those signs include the disappearance 
of  mayflies; decline in walleye popula-
tions; and severe algal blooms.

While these phenomena might seem to-
tally unrelated, those who study the lakes 

believe they could all be related in one way 
or another and be ultimately caused by 
humans.

There is good news regarding some of  
these problems and others remain just 
that: problems.

Algal blooms
In 2017, the Cadillac City council hired 

Restorative Lake Sciences to replace their 
previous lake treatment firm after several 
summers of  massive algal blooms that 
turned the water pea-soup green for days 
at a time.

SEE LAKES ON PAGE A2 

Lakes Cadillac, Mitchell have gone 
through big changes over last 15 years

Preserving history for 26 years

ON PAGE A3

The Tustin Community Library has spent 
years preserving Tustin Times and is looking 

to the community for donations.

‘Pretty outrageous conduct’
Manton man sentenced to at least 7 years in prison for sexual assault of 2 minor victims

BY RICK CHARMOLI 
 CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — 28th Circuit Court 
Judge William Fagerman made 
his feelings known regarding the 
actions of  a 33-year-old Manton 
man who stood in front of  him 
Monday awaiting his sentence 
on multiple convictions includ-
ing criminal sexual assault 
against two underage victims.

As Christopher Dale Wagen-
schutz stood in front of  the 
judge, Fagerman addressed him. 
While Fagerman said he hoped 
he would make the changes 
needed so he would not find him-
self  in a similar situation once 
released from prison, he also told 
him the acts that got him where 
he was were “pretty outrageous 
conduct.”

Wagenschutz was sentenced 
to between 7-15 years in prison 
for three counts of  third-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, 365 
days in jail for fourth-degree 
CSC and fourth-degree child 
abuse and 90 days in jail for two 
counts each of  harboring run-
aways and contributing to the 
delinquency of  a minor. He was 
given 126 days credit for time 
served as well as ordered to pay 

$742 in fines and fees.
Wagenschutz pleaded no 

contest last month to the nine 
offenses for his connection with 
incidents occurring between 
June 9 and Dec. 17 in both Cadil-
lac and Manton. A no contest 
plea is not an admission of  guilt 

but is treated as one at sentenc-
ing. It also permits the court to 
determine guilt from the review 
of  the police report.

As part of  the plea, charges of  
kidnapping/child enticement, 
felony firearms, three counts 
of  first-degree criminal sexual 

conduct, multiple variables, 
second-degree criminal sexual 
conduct, multiple variables and 
committing or procuring gross 
indecency between a male and 
a female were dismissed at sen-
tencing.

Wagenschutz originally faced 
up to life in prison before last 
month’s plea.

Prior to Fagerman issuing his 
sentence, the mother of  one of  
the minor victims spoke to the 
court and Wexford County Vic-
tim Advocate Shawna Shelton 
read a statement from one of  the 
minor victims.

It is a Cadillac News policy to 
not name victims or minors in 
cases regarding sexual miscon-
duct.

Wagenschutz also had a state-
ment read by his attorney Wex-
ford-Missaukee Indigent Defense 
Office Chief  Public Defender 
Johanna Carey.

When giving her victim im-
pact statement Tammy Bogedin, 
mother of  one of  the victims, 
said this incident has impacted 
her entire family. Her daughter 
has needed to be hospitalized 
multiple times and has tried 
harming herself  as well. She 
also said her daughter is a “lost 

soul” who is not the same girl 
she was before this happened.

Bogedin also urged Fagerman 
to give Wagenschutz the longest 
sentence he could for what he 
had done to everyone includ-
ing what he put his own family 
through.

In the statement read by Shel-
ton, the victim said she knows 
what he did was wrong and Wa-
genschutz should be sentenced 
to 15 years for each family he 
screwed with.

In his brief  statement read 
by Carey, Wagenschutz said he 
wanted to apologize to all the 
people he hurt by his actions.

Bogedin said his actions defi-
nitely have had a lasting impact 
and one that could be life-long.

“I know on our end (her daugh-
ter) is not doing well. She has 
been in a lot of  turmoil dealing 
with what has been going on,” 
Bogedin said after the sentenc-
ing was over. “I would think it 
will take a very long time, if  ever, 
before she will get over this. We 
are just dealing with the fact that 
he was somebody we all knew 
and trusted. He was involved in 
our family and then this hap-
pened.”

SEE SENTENCING ON PAGE A2

RICK CHARMOLI | CADILLAC NEWS

Christopher Dale Wagenschutz, 33, of Manton, was sentenced Monday in 28th 
Circuit Court to between 7-15 years in prison for three counts of third-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, 365 days in jail for fourth-degree CSC and fourth-
degree child abuse and 90 days in jail for two counts each of harboring run-
aways and contributing to the delinquency of a minor.
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Restorative Lake Sciences con-
ducted tests in 2018 to begin the 
process of  finding out how the al-
gal blooms are forming and what 
can be done to prevent them in the 
future.

There were several different 
types of  algae found in the lake 
but the most dominant form was 
blue-green Microcystis, an aggres-
sive organism that forms dense 
algal blooms that may release tox-
ins and present a risk for public 
health and the overall health of  
the Lake Cadillac ecosystem.

“Without adequate grazers to re-
duce algae, especially blue-greens, 
the blue-green population will 
continue to increase and create 
negative impacts to water bodies,” 
an RLS report concludes.

Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones, 
professional watershed manager 
with RLS, said based on data to 
date, the algal blooms in Lake 
Cadillac are sporadic and tend to 
occur during the warmer summer 
months.

“RLS has recently met with the 
city of  Cadillac to make recom-
mendations on evaluation of  the 
immediate watershed to deter-
mine specifically where nutrient 
sources entering the lake are 
originating from,” Jermalowicz-
Jones said in an email to the Cadil-
lac News.

“This is relatively common for 
algal blooms but RLS is studying 
the algal community composition 
to better understand when the 
blue-green algae begin to over-
whelm the favorable algal popula-
tions.”

Stormwater sampling and sam-
pling of  select drains in 2019 may 
help yield some answers, Jermalo-
wicz-Jones said.

In the meantime, this summer’s 
algal bloom might be less severe 
than in previous years due to 
the long winter season, however, 
Jermalowicz-Jones said it is dif-
ficult to predict how aquatic plant 
growth will be due to other fac-

tors.
“Michigan did experience a 

harsh winter and sometimes 
that leads to less growth of  both 
algae and plants,” she said. “How-
ever, when the growing season is 
shortened by late spring and late 
ice-off, aquatic plants can adapt by 
growing early and quickly. They 
can evolutionarily sense that the 
growing season is short.”

With the excess nutrients 
contributing to the algal bloom 
coming from somewhere, Jer-
malowicz-Jones said people with 
shoreline property should be care-
ful about using fertilizer.

“All riparians should do their 
part and not use any fertilizer un-
less a soil test conducted by MSU 
Extension proves that the soil is 
nutrient-deficient,” she said. “In 
addition, all riparians are encour-
aged to grow a soft shoreline near 
their lake frontage while allowing 
for a small area for the docks and 
beach areas.”

The Lake Mitchell Improvement 
Board will be receiving its water-
shed plan soon and Jermalowicz-
Jones said they hope this will 
provide similar guidance for Lake 
Cadillac in the near future.

Decline of walleye populations
Mark Tonello, fisheries biologist 

with the Cadillac DNR office, said 
over the years, people began to 
notice that walleye were becoming 
less prevalent in both lakes.

At the same time, largemouth 
bass populations have exploded.

Tonello conducted analyses of  
Lake Cadillac and Lake Mitchell 
in 2012 and noted the decline in 
walleye.

“While the exact reason for the 
lack of  walleye reproduction in 
recent years is unknown, it may 
have something to do with the re-
cent increase in largemouth bass 
abundance,” the report states.

“Largemouth bass can nega-
tively affect juvenile walleye year 
classes by preying on juvenile 
walleye. Therefore it is possible 

that the lack of  natural reproduc-
tion of  walleye in the last 15 years 
or so is related to the elevated 
population levels of  largemouth 
bass.”

“Largemouth have kinda taken 
over,” said Tonello, who added it is 
possible that bass-fishing tourna-
ments have affected the species 
distribution on lakes Cadillac and 
Mitchell.

For example, tournament an-
glers typically catch fish from all 
over on both lakes, and then re-
lease all the fish at one boat launch 
on whichever lake the tourna-
ment started on (often Kenwood 
Park on Lake Cadillac or Mitchell 
State Park on Lake Mitchell), even 
though it is technically illegal to 
catch fish from one lake and then 
release them into another lake.

Despite the changes, Tonello 
said the fish diversity of  both 
lakes is quite healthy today, 
thanks in part to a walleye stock-
ing program that began a few 
years ago.

Loss of mayflies
Historically, there has been 

one day a year when a cloud 
comprised of  millions of  may-
flies ascended from the surface 
of  Lake Cadillac and Lake 
Mitchell, swarmed the area for 
24 hours, then died.

Mayflies in their adult form 
live only one day — long enough 
to find a mate and pass their ge-
netic information on to the next 
generation.

Freshwater macroinverte-
brates include snails, mayflower 
larvae, worms and other bugs. 
They are key components of  lake 
food webs both in terms of  total 
biomass and in the important 
ecological role that they play in 
the processing of  energy.

They also are a primary food 
source for fish.

Over the years, however, the 
insects have virtually disap-
peared.

In a report released last year, 
Jermalowicz-Jones said Lake 
Cadillac should have about 30-
60 percent greater amounts of  
macroinvertebrates to be con-
sidered healthy.

She said a combination of  fac-
tors is believed to be contribut-

ing to the shortage of  macroin-
vertebrates in the lake.

Two of  those factors are the 
low oxygen and high nutrient 
levels that likely also are caus-
ing algal blooms.

The other is the potential pres-
ence of  metals and copper at the 
bottom of  the lake.

Jermalowicz-Jones said this 
material is believed to have been 
introduced into the lake by cop-
per sulfate spaying programs in-
tended to reduce swimmer’s itch.

According to the DNR report 
compiled by Tonello, although 
this practice was ceased in the 
mid-1990s, the mayflies have not 
returned in any significant num-
bers.

“A light number of  mayflies 
was observed  in  the  summer  of   
2012,  although  this  was  more  
than has been seen in many 
years,” the report states.

“We don’t always understand 
the relationships between these 
things,” Tonello said. “But may-
flies are an indicator species (for 
lake health). Something broke 
in the ecosystem.”
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This is the cause of the foul odor coming off of Lake Cadillac and the waters near the Clam River Dam near the Sound 
Garden, the annual algae bloom.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

She said while the two victims 
in this case are suffering, it also 
has impacted her other children.

“(My daughter) has three other 
siblings and our youngest son 
asks every night if  the front door 
is locked and chained because he 
is afraid. He’s afraid,” she said 
fighting back tears.

Wexford County Prosecutor 
Jason Elmore said via email the 
agreement that led to Monday’s 
sentence was reached with the 
support of  the victims and their 
families. He also said the victims 
and their families have been 
through a great deal.

“As parents, these are the cases 
we fear. The fear and concern 
were frightening. It is clear that 
Mr. Wagenschutz is a dangerous 
predator,” Elmore said. “Thanks 
to the professional and coopera-
tive work of  law enforcement, the 
girls are safe and he will be brand-
ed as a child sexual predator.”

Bogedin echoed those senti-
ments regarding the efficiency 
of  law enforcement in locating 
the girls.

Elmore said victims of  sexual 
assault and manipulation, es-
pecially teens, carry scars that 
often remain hidden. He said no 
number of  years can erase the 
impact of  these crimes. They can 
take years, if  not a lifetime, to 
overcome.

With the sentence handed 
down, Elmore said he hopes for 

healing for both the victims and 
their families.

“These truly are the stories 
about which we never want to 
hear,” he said.

Carey had no comment regard-
ing Wagenschutz’s sentence fol-
lowing its conclusion.

The case started on Dec. 7, 2018, 
when parents of  the two victims 
reported their children did not 
come home after school. Elmore 
said within hours of  starting the 
investigation Cadillac Police un-
covered romantic messages and 
a fake Facebook profile set up for 
secret communications between 
Wagenschutz and the two children 
he called “wives 1 and 2.”

Elmore said police spoke with 
friends of  the two victims, found 
disabled cellphones and had a 
video of  Wagenschutz leaving 
work to pick up the victims.

On Dec. 8, Elmore said police 
had the last known cellphone 
locations, bank account records 
and several other tips. Immedi-
ately, multiple law enforcement 
agencies including city, county 
and state, worked together to 
look for Wagenschutz and the 
two victims. The search covered 
Wexford, Grand Traverse and 
Kalkaska counties.

Elmore said Wagenschutz 
faces other charges in at least 
one county and Monday’s convic-

tions only address crimes that 
occurred in Wexford County.

Once Wagenschutz’s case is 
concluded in Wexford County, a 
warrant from 86th District Court 
in Grand Traverse County has 
been issued for his arrest. The 
warrant alleges similar charges 
as in Wexford County including 
kidnapping/child enticement, 
three counts of  first-degree crim-
inal sexual conduct and felony 
firearms, according to 86th Dis-
trict Court.

He is presumed innocent in 
those other charges until proven 
otherwise.

In a December press confer-
ence, Cadillac Director of  Public 
Safety Adam Ottjepka said two 
teenage girls ages 13 and 14 were 
reported missing on Dec. 7 and 
were located and reunited with 
their families on Dec. 8.

According to police, Wagen-
schutz picked up the two teens 
on Dec. 7. Police said they had 
reason to believe he was armed 
and dangerous. Ottjepka said the 
family of  one of  the girls report-
ed her missing around 4:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7. It took police some time 
to realize another juvenile was 
missing and a possible victim in 
the same case.

At first, police said they were 
not able to issue an Amber Alert 
because of  state guidelines, but 
the state did issue a warning 
about the girls through a “be on 
the lookout.”

Ottjepka said nearly the entire 

Cadillac Police Department was 
working on the case on Dec. 8, 
as well as the Michigan State 
Police, Traverse Narcotics Team, 
Wexford County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the FBI.

A Michigan Department of  
Natural Resources Conservation 
Officer was patrolling Kalkaska 
on Dec. 8 when he found the girls 
and Wagenschutz, according to a 
DNR news release.

The conservation officer and 
an officer from the Kalkaska 
County Sheriff ’s Office were 
able to arrest Wagenschutz, who 
had a firearm when he was ap-
prehended. The two girls were 
removed from Wagenschutz’s ve-
hicle and did not appear harmed.

Eventually, Wagenschutz and 
the girls were turned over to 
the Cadillac Police Department 
on Dec. 8, according to the DNR 
news release.

On Dec. 9, he was charged in 
84th District Court on the two 
charges of  harboring runaways 
and two counts of  contributing 
to delinquency, all of  which were 
misdemeanors. Wagenschutz 
was initially released on a 
$25,000 bond.

On Dec. 27, Wagenschutz was 
charged with felony kidnapping 
by enticement for the one victim 
who was under 14. On Jan. 19, 
charges of  felony firearm, gross 
indecency, and second-degree 
CSC and three counts of  first-
degree CSC were added. 
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Christopher Dale Wagenschutz, 33, of Manton, was led out of the 28th Circuit 
Court Courtroom Monday after he was sentenced to at least seven years in 
prison for his connection with the sexual assault of two minor victims. 

Sentencing: No number of years can erase the impact of these crimes


